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Synopsis

"The most powerful book of its kind I've ever read.... Extraordinary powers of observation,
generalization, and depth."a «Oliver Sacks, author of The Man Who Mistook His Wife For a Hat
Winner of the Columbia University Lionel Trilling Award. Robert Murphy was in the prime of his
career as an anthropologist when he felt the first symptom of a malady that would ultimately take
him on an odyssey stranger than any field trip to the : a tumor of the spinal cord that progressed
slowly and irreversibly into quadriplegia. In this gripping account, Murphy explores society’s fears,
myths, and misunderstandings about disability, and the damage they inflict. He reports how
paralysisa like all disabilitiesa *assaults people’s identity, social standing, and ties with others, while

at the same time making the love of life burn even more fiercely.
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Customer Reviews

This is one of my books that | bought and put aside to read later. | don’t remember how long ago |
bought it but I am certainly glad that | gave it a second chance to read it before discarding it. | am
now not planning to sell this book, as it is too important a volume on disability in society, and it
certainly applies to the bioethical and eduethical work | do on the side of my ‘regular’ job of teaching
and writing.Murphy is unlike me in that he came upon his disability later in life, while | was born
basically deaf and remained that way for the first 13 years of my life before getting a hearing aid at
the age of 13. Murphy had to deal with a slow-growing tumor that entwined itself into his spinal cord.

Unlike many tumors that can be excised with surgery, his was such that the possibility of removing it



also came with the possibility of losing everything else, including his life or the ability to continue to
do his important work. Like many of us who have chosen not to take the risk of surgery and who
don’t believe that to be disabled is worse than to be dead, Murphy worked with and around his
progressive disabling and was able to give the world another 15 years of his wisdom in cultural
anthropology.This book is a must-read for any person with a disability, no matter when they became
disabled. Murphy had the background of an academic anthropologist, with many years of successful
teaching and writing for major journals in anthropology and culture. He had also written major
books, one of which continues to be used in most universities on women and gender in primitive
societies. So in coming into the genre of disability studies, he brought to the field a first-rate mind

and ability to write so others can understand difficult concepts.
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